Walkable Communities Course Agenda

Two Day Format

Day One

7:30 
Registration & Coffee

8:00
Opening and Welcome

8:30
Visioning
--  What is a walkable community? Form, elements, building types, street types, elements of a successful street, five key elements of a walkable community, building the future with the principles from the past.  Economic benefits of Walkable Communities. Successful street conversions. Customers, designing for children, seniors and the disabled.  

Break
9:30 Planning and Land Use, Part I  -- Focus on Neighborhoods. Building a sustainable community. Reduction in auto trips through land use design. Trip reductions by designing mixed use, higher density, intermodal, traditional neighborhoods. Benefits of Traditional Neighborhood Design TND (Vs Conventional). Elements of TND. Maintaining rural characteristics while building urban spaces. Accommodating all economic incomes through improved design. 

Break
10:30  Planning and Land Use, Part II -- Focus on Commercial/Sprawl/Strip Conversion. Changing strips to villages. Creating the vision, working on implementation. Separating modes and elements of traffic. Defining edges, use of medians, connections to buildings. Site planning and village scale development. Successful conversions. Zoning and development changes supporting walkable, transit friendly commercial streets. Parking lots, parking and parking garages. Big box stores and their form.  Franchise stores and their form. Access management.  Successful commercial development.

11:30  Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA).  The needs of people with disabilities. Use of ramps, driveways, sidewalks, crosswalks, medians, grade changes, guidance, controls and special engineering.

12:00  Lunch
1:00  Intersections and Basic Traffic Principles and Engineering Practices  -- Lane capacity, traffic management, intersection and midblock principles. Designing intersections; corner radii, channelization, median noses, crosswalks, sight distances, signalization, bulbouts. Common mistakes and how to overcome them.

Break
2:00  Medians and Access Management.  Improving the safety, efficiency and aesthetics of the roadway through the use of driveway placement and medians. Benefits of medians, proper design of medians.  Proper placement of midblock crosswalks, design, placement, unique features, signals Vs non-signalization, reducing multiple threat crashes, etc.

3:00 TND Street Design Guidelines.  New street guidelines for Traditional Neighborhood Designs. Planning elements, The Outdoor Room, specifications for trails, alleys, lanes, streets, avenues, main streets, boulevards and parkways.  Use of parking.  Downtown improvements. Where medians are appropriate, inappropriate.   Best made streets in America.  

Break
4:00 Remaking Streets. Principles of making streets more compact and efficient. Smaller, more compact roadways and roadway sections may improve safety and capacity. Successful conversions. Four lane to three lane conversions. Four lane to two lane conversions. Six lane to four lane conversions. North America's most aggressive street conversions. The future of modern street conversion engineering. Use of bike lanes in providing 22 improvements to safety, operations and maintenance. Use of diagonal parking. Location and design.

5:00
Day One Closing

Day Two

8:00  Traffic Calming Principles  -- What is traffic calming?  Origins, benefits, uses and applications. Common Mistakes.  The three stages of traffic calming, Stage One, Stage Two and Stage Three.  The reduction of "rat running". Use of traffic calming for speed reduction. Creating speed discomfort. Reducing crashes by up to 80% through traffic calming.  Tort Liability and traffic calming. Use of traffic calming for volume reduction.  Reductions in noise, increase in property values, increase in livability. Using traffic calming as part of a greater traffic management plan.

9:00  Traffic Calming Tools Part II.  Midblock devices. Chicanes, midblock medians on curves and other locations, medians along corridors, midblock bulbouts, other tools and their applications

10:00 Traffic Calming Tools, Part II Intersection devices.  Mini-circles, roundabouts, bulbouts, neckdowns, one-way in and one way out, and other intersection treatments.

11:00  Roundabouts.  Part I -- Placement and uses. Success stories.  Benefits. Uses around schools, downtowns, neighborhood gateways, bridge approaches, freeway ramps, trains, light rail, bicycling, pedestrian and other specially placement and uses.   Where roundabouts work and don't work. Cautions and risk management issues. 

12:00 Lunch
1:00 The Design and Placement of Roundabouts -- Selection of a site and Capacity Analysis  Place your first roundabout in a high problem area on a city/county roadway.  Other locations for trial/model roundabouts.  Second and subsequent sites for roundabouts.  Capacity analysis for roundabouts.

2:00 Design Steps for Roundabouts.  A step by step guide to designing roundabouts.  Special problem sites and roundabout design.  

4:00
How to Implement Walkable Communities -- Community Visioning. Ten baby steps toward reaching consensus. Charrettes and their power to build ownership and commitment. The process of change.  Successful secrets for overcoming resistance to change. How to market street making improvements and public engagement. Success and war stories.  Where is the Money?????   Five communities that brought change against unlikely odds.  Powerful closing. 

5:00 End of Workshop

